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Cassava is an important food crop in SSA with a high potential in food and industrial 
applications. However, it is affected by diseases that result into significant losses on farm.  One 
of these is cassava brown streak disease which affects the foliar morphology and reduces the 
palatable portion of the root rendering it unfit for both human and animal consumption. The 
disease results into significant losses in starch yield by deposition of lignified materials in the 
root and loss of value in terms of starch and relevant dietary fiber. In an ongoing study on the 
effect of the disease in two trial sites of Kayunga and Namulonge, the percentage losses in 
different varieties have been computed and the differences in loss due to type of planting 
material used (diseased or clean) have also been computed. Different reactions have been 
seen for the varieties TME 14, I/97/0067, TME 204 and MM96/4271 in the two trial sites. It has 
been observed that the use of clean planting material reduces losses in starch yield by over 
50% at different growth periods in different varieties. The dry matter content of diseased and 
clean materials was not significantly different although it was higher for plots were diseased 
cuttings were used. Significant differences were observed for cyanogenic content with non 
diseased materials having high cyanide contents. The starch content was also high for plots 
were clean planting materials were used. Though varietal differences were observed in different 
parameters investigated, it was clear that the use of clean planting materials results into higher 
starch yield hence increasing the economic value of the crop. 

 

 


