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Cassava (Manihot esculenta Crantz) has gradually changed from human food and animal feed 
into an industrial raw material for the production of starch, alcohol and many other products. 
Farms of greater than 10 ha are emerging. Several problems including low soil fertility, scarce 
and expensive planting materials and inappropriate farming techniques are particularly 
important for larger farms. Practical understanding of factors that determine cassava production 
by farmers in Nigeria will not only increase its annual production, but also enhance income 
generation.  

To tackle these challenges, a survey and trainings were conducted from 2005 to 2009 in 74 
selected cassava farms in Nigeria. The survey was to evaluate the farm performance based on 
production practices while trainings on selection and handling of cassava planting material, land 
preparation, weed control management, rapid multiplication of cassava planting materials, 
commercial cassava cultivation, harvest and transportation of cassava roots were conducted to 
improve their performance.  

Results from the survey show that the average percentage missing stands was 35.0 % and the 
average yield was 9.94 t/ha in the assessed farms. No farm had less than 20 % missing stands. 
More than 50% of the farms had a percentage missing stands ranging from 40 to 50%. After the 
trainings, there was an increase in yield (25.94 t/ha), with an average yield gap of 16.03 t/ha, 
while the percentage missing stands decreased to 20.84%. There was a negative and highly 
significant correlation between the percentage missing stands and the yield before (r = -0.38), 
after (r = -0.38) the training and the yield gap (r = -0.30) also between the missing stands and 
trainings (r = -0.72). The correlation between trainings was positive and highly significant to the 
yield before (r = 0.41), after (r = 0.38) the training and the yield gap (r = 0.28).  

Based on these results, we conclude that training of farmers is necessary to boost cassava 
production in Nigeria. Beyond training, there should be adequate follow up to ensure good 
implementation of the acquired knowledge by farmers. 
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