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Cassava is an important crop in sub-Saharan Africa. Its production is constrained by diseases & 
pests e.g. cassava mosaic disease (CMD) whose yield losses has been reported in Uganda 
since its outbreak in 1990s. Trials to assess yield losses attributed to CMD in Uganda were 
established in 2005-2007 using ten popular landrace and four improved cassava cultivars. For 
each cultivar, symptomatic and asymptomatic stems were picked and planted in equal numbers 
in Randomised Complete Block Design with four replicates. Plots were split between 
asymptomatic and symptomatic cuttings in a net plot. All plots were treated with Imidacloprid 
and Cypermethrin to control whitefly vector and prevent CMD spread. CMD symptoms were 
assessed monthly till harvest. Yield data was recorded at 12 months for root number and root 
fresh weight. The study measured the effect of severe CMD and compared yield losses on the 
landraces and improved cultivars, which were checks. CMD severity was highest in the 
landraces and low in the improved cultivars for both initially symptomatic and asymptomatic 
plants. CMD severity ranged from 3.3 - 4.1 in the landraces and 2.2 - 2.8 in the improved 
cultivars for the initially symptomatic plants and from 2.4 - 3.2 in the landraces and 2.0-2.6 in the 
improved cultivars for the initially asymptomatic plants. More roots were produced by initially 
asymptomatic than the initially symptomatic plants. Landraces had higher yield losses (25-91%) 
compared to 6-45% for improved cultivars and suggests that improved varieties are still better 
for yield and disease resistance while some landraces are still good and suggests why they are 
still popular with farmers. 


