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A study was conducted in three PNDRT regions (Southwest and Littoral, South and Centre, 
West and Northwest) in Cameroon to document cassava processed products, assess 
knowledge of cassava processing, identify processing gaps, assess quality of processed 
products, evaluate use and type of equipment and assess processing constraints among small-
holder farmers. A total of twelve small-scale processing units and eight marketer groups with six 
fabricators were contacted and interviewed. In addition, two operational and two non-operational 
medium-scale processing factories were visited to assess activities, success and challenges of 
the operational ones while the non-operational ones were interviewed on reasons behind their 
folding up. Key informant interviews and focused group discussions were conducted to collect 
information on their activities. Physical assessment of the processing sites was also used to 
gather information and local equipment fabricators visited to assess practices, competencies 
and possibility of empowerment. Results revealed that the cassava value chain in Cameroon is 
female-dominated, from production through processing to market. Both finished and 
intermediate products including chips, flour, fufu, gari, starch and other indigenous foods like 
baton, mintumba, nkolda are produced at small and medium scale. Apart from baton, that was 
reported processed among groups, other products were reported at individual and household 
levels. At the latter, production is characterized by small farm size, relying on family labour for 
processing to meet family food requirements and small portion sold as processed products. The 
profit margins attained are small due to poor quality products, although labour investments are 
high compared with those of medium and large-scale processing factories. For any sustainable 
intervention, establishment of cassava stakeholders’ forum is required where needs of cassava 
enterprises can be addressed, expand utilization, develop new products, provide basic 
equipment and reduce drudgery in processing. Market linkage needs strengthening among the 
stakeholders and national sensitization on cassava processing could be a way to create 
awareness and get the attention of the government for policy drive. Small-holder farmers are 
associated with inadequate planning, poor management, lack of know-how and insufficient 
capital making it very difficult for them to sustain the production of quality cassava products and 
are ignorant of key issues in market norms and standards. They should therefore be encouraged 
to produce indigenous foods like baton, mintumba, nkolda etc that are of high demand and value 
in local markets. 
 
 


