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Cassava is the second most important staple crop in Africa next to maize. The crop is grown in 
39 African countries of which Nigeria, DR Congo, Angola, Ghana, Mozambique, Tanzania and 
Uganda are among top ten producers in the world.  It is the a major staple food crop for more 
than 200 million people (over 70% of the population) in the East and Central Africa (ECA) region 
(ASARECA, 2009).  Cassava has been recognized as a powerful poverty fighter both as a food 
security crop, and through commercialization. It has also recently been recognized as being 
resilient to the impacts of climate change, including higher temperatures and drought conditions 
(Jarvis, A., et al, in press).  However the ECA region is yet to benefit significantly from the 
potential of cassava, mainly because of threats from diseases, limited use and low income from 
the crop. 

In recognition of these issues, in 2009 Farm Radio International (FRI) included cassava as part 
of our African Farm Radio Research Initiative (AFRRI) activities in Uganda. With the 
involvement of farmers, agriculture officers and National Agricultural Advisory Services 
(NAADS) coordinators, Akena Cassava and MH 97/2961 cassava varieties were selected as 
food security improvements in Soroti and Kibaale districts of Uganda respectively. With local 
partner radio stations and knowledge partners, we implemented Participatory Radio Campaigns 
(PRCs) in the two districts, aiming to increase knowledge and production of these disease 
tolerant varieties.  

PRCs are farmer-centered radio programs. Farmers participate in selecting the topic of the radio 
campaign, choose the time of broadcast, and are intimately engaged in the ongoing 
development of the farm radio programming over a set number of months; including them as 
central agents of the knowledge-sharing process. Lively and entertaining formats are designed 
to attract and keep listeners. A key component is the use of ICTs to increase two way 
communication, such as phone call-outs and SMS alerts to farmers, use of interactive voice 
response systems and solar MP3 radios with listening clubs. PRCs build up to a decision-
making moment and then support farmers as they adopt the new technology.    

Farmers in Soroti and Kibaale requested information on Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD) and 
Cassava Brown Streak Disease (CBSD) tolerant varieties. The district agriculture offices, 
research institutions and extension service providers recommended Akena and MH 97/2961 
varieties for their CMD resistance and CBSD tolerance, suitability for the selected agronomic 
conditions and higher yields.  FRI and partner radio stations (Voice of Teso & Kagadi Kibaale 
Community Radio) planned, designed, broadcast and evaluated three Participatory Radio 
Campaigns (PRCs) about the value chains of the two cassava varieties. 


