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Cassava directly feeds about 30% of the population in Malawi with increasing proportion during 
lean maize season. Over the years, research in cassava product development for food and 
alternative uses has demonstrated the diverse uses of cassava.  Moving beyond research into 
development continues to be constrained by lack of awareness about the potential products, 
seasonality of production leading to unsteady flow of raw materials, poor access to finance and 
technologies, limited knowledge about quality standards for industrial markets and poor market 
linkages among value chain actors.  This paper highlights the activities of a 3 year project 
implemented by the Trustees of Agricultural Promotion Program with support from The Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa. The goal of the project is to increase incomes of the rural 
households through: increasing productivity of cassava, building the capacity of small and 
medium Entrepreneurs to increase quantity and quality of starch; and promote use of by-
products and other cassava plant components in livestock feed. Malawi imports about 700 tons 
of starch against domestic production of 150 tons. SMEs fail to take advantage of the existing 
demand due seasonality of production, poor processing technologies, poor linkages with 
industrial markets and inadequate knowledge about quality standards. The use of cassava 
based ingredient in livestock has been constrained by limited awareness, unavailability of raw 
materials, labor intensiveness of making livestock feed.  The current project seeks to support 
smallholder farmers and SMEs to address these challenges through facilitating access to 
technologies, finance, expertise and knowledge. 


