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The Participatory Variety Selection (PVS) approach was used to provide new varieties from 
national breeding programs to farmers in six countries that participated in the Great Lakes 
Cassava Initiative (GLCI) project from 2008/09 to 2011/12 seasons. The countries were 
Burundi, DR Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. Its main objectives were to (a) 
increase farmers' awareness and their access to improved varieties; (b) give farmers the 
opportunity to select their preferred cassava varieties for wider dissemination; (c) accelerate 
seed dissemination of farmers' chosen varieties through farmer-to-farmer exchange 
mechanisms and as extension methodology; and  (d) to scale up dissemination and adoption of 
desirable varieties. The improved clones used were developed in the late 1990s to mitigate the 
Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD) pandemic in the Great Lakes region. Therefore, they were 
never selected for tolerance to Cassava Brown Streak Disease (CBSD) which was only reported 
to re-occur in Uganda in 2004. After four seasons of evaluation, no single clone was identified to 
have promising CBSD tolerance in Burundi, DR Congo, Rwanda, Lake Zone of Tanzania and 
Western Kenya. New clones with proven dual resistance to CBSD and CMD need to be 
introduced into these areas/countries to mitigate the increasing CBSD threat. Seven clones 
have shown promising field resistance to CMD and CBSD at high disease hot-spots in Uganda 
where they were evaluated for just one season. These will be confirmed after the second 
season evaluation. The data on fresh root yield from all the countries clearly showed that most 
of the improved clones were highly resistant to CMD and had a significant yield advantage over 
the local checks and also had acceptable eating qualities. The NARS cassava research 
programs should use these clones in their breeding programs to generate new cultivars that 
have high yielding ability along with dual resistance to CMD and CBSD and acceptable end-
user characteristics. 


