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During the week of June 18-22, 2012, the Global Cassava Partnership for the 21st Century is 
organizing its second scientific Conference, GCP21-II, after the first one organized in Ghent, 
Belgium, in 2008.  The organizers decided to have this conference in Africa, to focus the world’s 
attention on cassava and on the fact that its yield in Africa is lagging behind that of the rest of 
the world.  Hundreds of millions of people depend on this crop, and this number is constantly 
increasing.  Cassava is a food security crop, but it also bears a lot of potential for 
industrialization.  Both of these aspects will be exemplified during the week. 

The primary goal of this conference is certainly to allow the more than 430 participants to 
exchange information, but there are several other goals that we will try to meet during this week: 

1- Review the progress made and the investment needs in science and technology 
2- Set up a new system to assess top R&D priorities for cassava to face immediate and 

long-term challenges 
3- Establish a vision for crop improvement to serve hundreds of millions of customers 

Another objective of GCP21 is to invite donors to massively invest in science and technology. 
Large investments have been made in the last 10 years that are now beginning to pay off with a 
number of projects coming to completion, a number of cassava products are coming up and 
they will significantly improve yield, processing, and ultimately feed more people.  The 
investment R&D should continue and hopefully increase in the coming decade, and this 
conference will be instrumental to direct some of this investment in critical components such as 
crop improvement and disease control, but also in some more basic scientific topics such as 
cassava genomics, disease monitoring or genotypic and phenotypic databases.  In the middle of 
the conference week, on Wednesday, June 20, we are organizing with CRP-RTB a Special 
Session on priority settings for cassava.  It is time to re-assess priorities with a larger community, 
and the CRP-RTB will allow to do so.  GCP21-II will contribute to launch this exercise, which is 
key for focussing investment in cassava in the decade ahead in order to come up with better 
yield and better products. 

Cassava is facing new challenges such as pests and diseases, soil fertility and drought, and 
GCP21-II will particularly address the disease aspect with a number of plenary presentations 
during the first day, two complete sessions on Tuesday, June 19 and Thursday, June 20; and 
one workshop specifically dedicated to the cassava brown streak disease.  The Field Trip will 
also illustrate this disease, showing the dramatic symptoms of the disease in farmers’ fields and 
displaying the field trials controlling the disease via conventional breeding and transgenesis.  It 
is very urgent to come up with control measures and also to brainstorm on the feasibility to stop 
the disease from reaching the Congo Basin and West Africa. 

But GCP21-Ii will also discuss the long-term challenges of global climate change that will 
particularly impact Africa, and several plenary presentations will provide a vision of both good 
and bad news for the cassava crop in the next 40 years.  We are able to predict with more and 
more accuracy what the climatic impact will be by 2050 and what the cassava landscape will be 
by that time, with all the consequences.  It is therefore very important to invest now in the 
appropriate topics to come with solutions before major crises impacting millions of people occur. 


