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Diversity in social and cultural aspects of the beneficiaries of research technologies seems to 
have significant effects on the rate of adoption of improved cassava cultivars, and it needs to be 
addressed in a breeding programme. Use of participatory approaches in plant breeding enables 
researchers to respond more precisely and efficiently to the needs and preferences of resource-
poor farmers and their markets. The current study was conducted in order to provide an update 
on the farmers’ preferred attributes in cassava varieties and to identify researchable needs 
which can be addressed through conventional breeding. Individual interviews, focused group 
discussions, preference scoring and matrix ranking were adopted by the study. The study 
allowed farmers to participate in the collection and evaluation of local and improved cassava 
germplasm. Findings highlight some of the clones that have been abandoned by farmers and 
reasons thereof. A list of 9 major desirable attributes was established with slight differences in 
preference among farmers in the two districts. High root yield, high dry matter, and prolonged 
underground storability were ranked highly by farmers in Northwestern Province. Leaf retention 
and stay green ability where more preferred by farmers in Solwezi where there is increasing 
consumption of cassava leaves as a vegetable. In association with these attributes, insect pests 
and diseases and tolerance to mole rats were cited as additional preferred varietal attributes 
while susceptibility to root rots was ranked among the most undesirable attributes, particularly in 
Mwinilunga. Changes in preferences have occurred among farmers over a period of twenty 
years. The need for the national root and tuber improvement programme in Zambia to routinely 
carry out periodical Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) studies with all players involved in the 
cassava value chain is recommended so as to get an update on what farmers, trader, 
industrialist, and other consumers desire out of new cassava varieties. 
 


