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The Department of Agricultural Research Services (DARS) through Roots and Tuber Crops 
Commodity Team in collaboration with its partners has developed and released a number of 
improved cassava varieties along with production packages. Nevertheless, adoption of these 
technologies by the majority of Malawian rural farmers has been very low due to among others, 
limited access to improved technologies and disease free planting materials. As entry point, 
links were established between the DARS and the Department of Crop Development and 
Extension Services through respective District Agricultural Development Offices (DADOs). The 
DADOs facilitated selection of lead farmers, and farmer groups who received initial cassava 
planting materials for further multiplication and distribution. To date, a total of 1893 bundles 
(50×1m) and 10000 mini sprouts of nine improved cassava varieties have been distributed to 
the selected beneficiaries. Two major training sessions on cassava multiplication, pest and 
disease identification and management were conducted to 10 famer groups and 86 selected 
beneficiaries. These training sessions were beefed up with 42 on-farm demonstrations that have 
so far been conducted. Follow-up visits to the project sites have revealed that almost all the 
varieties have been retained by most farmers and farmer groups and more so by those groups 
that are business oriented. Over the two-year period, the project has also collaborated with 
other partners in the sector such as FAO, IITA/SARRNET, Millenium Village and WALA Project. 
This partnership has resulted in expansion of the project initiatives to non-project districts of the 
country and has created a very big demand for cassava planting materials. As such, Root and 
tuber Crops Commodity Team has embarked on a massive on station rapid multiplication of 
newly released sweet cassava varieties that are currently in short supply. In addition, 
rehabilitation of a tissue culture laboratory at Lunyangwa Agricultural Research Station is under 
way for cleaning and multiplying planting materials. 
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