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Cassava is the most important root crop and the second most important staple after maize in 
Malawi. It is grown across the country and is a staple food crop for more that 30% of the people 
along the central and northern shore areas of Lake Malawi. Despite its potential, cassava 
production is greatly constrained by a number of abiotic and biotic constraints. Biotic constraints 
such as cassava mosaic disease (CMD), cassava green mite, cassava mealy bug, cassava 
bacterial blight and cassava brown streak disease (CBSD) are the serious ones. Of these 
diseases, cassava mosaic disease (CMD) and cassava brown streak disease (CBSD) are the 
most damaging in Malawi. They can reduce tuber yield and quality between 10 and 100% on 
susceptible cultivars. Previous studies have reported on the occurrence of CMD in Malawi 
based on few samples collected from research stations and districts. Although CBSD was first 
reported in 1950 in Malawi and later incidences reported along lakeshores of Malawi. In many 
cases observation of symptoms expression without comprehensive studies using accurate 
methods have been used to ascertain occurrence of cassava mosaic begomoviruses and CBSD 
in Malawi. The aim of this study was to conduct a comprehensive countrywide survey and 
determine the incidence and severity of cassava virus diseases infecting cassava in Malawi. A 
diagnostic survey was conducted in 2009 and 2010 to determine the incidence and severity of 
cassava virus diseases infecting cassava in Malawi. Sixty-eight cassava farmers’ fields were 
surveyed in 3 regions: Northern, Central and Southern. Our results indicate EACMV and 
EACMMV occurred predominantly in 14 and 9 districts, respectively, while CBSV and UCBSV 
were prevalent only in north and central districts. No correlation was observed between whitefly 
abundance with incidence of CMD and CBSD. These results represent the first comprehensive 
survey of CMD and CBSD in Malawi. The information on status of virus diseases in Malawi in 
this study has important applications for breeding of cassava resistant materials, plant 
quarantine and planting materials multiplication and dissemination. 
 
  


