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The National Programme for Roots and Tubers Development (PNDRT) is a Programme 
elaborated by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, funded mainly by the 
International fund for agricultural development (IFAD). Its main objective is to improve food 
security and enhance the living condition of the rural poors, especially women through the 
development of Roots and Tubers crops. The programme is nationwide and covers mainly 
cassava (60%), yams, irish and sweet potato, colocassia and xanthosoma. The total 
programme’s cost is estimated at 21,6 million US$ for a duration of 8 years (2004-2012). After 
seven years of implementation the main achievements as far as cassava production, 
processing, marketing and farmers’ capacity building and organization are hereunder listed: 

(i) 85000 rural households have benefited from PNDRT’s support, (ii) approximately 12 000 000 
improved variety of cassava stems were distributed to trained farmers. The improved varieties 
were supplied by the Agricultural Development Research Institute (IRAD) and the International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA). The use of improved varieties (8034, 8017, 8061, 
96/1414, 92/0326, 95/0109, etc.) along with the adoption of Integrated Pest Management 
techniques transfer contributed to the improvement of the yield in rural areas from 10 to 30 t/ha. 
(iii) In order to add a value to the fresh tuber quantitatively produced, PNDRT has provided 
farmers with 485 small processing plants for flour, starch, gari, chips, cassava stick, wet flour 
“waterfufu” production. (iv) 35 stores, 16 sheds, 46 drying slabs and 6 oven were built and 
handed over to the farmers. (v) A Market Information System has been put in place to link up 
producers and buyers. Despite the above attractive results which have allowed the beneficiaries 
to improve food security and their daily life, PNDRT is facing some challenges: (a) the 
industrialization of cassava processing to meet the need of huge companies like NESTLE (one 
of PNDRT’s partner) which is willing to buy annually 1500T of cassava native starch, (b) the 
Programme is due to end in septembre 2012 and in case there’s no fund for an eventual second 
phase, the activities realized for cassava sub-sector development will no longer continue to 
impact positively speaking the livelihood of the beneficiaries.  


