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New cassava varieties resistant to cassava mosaic disease (CMD) were developed by 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) Ibadan in collaboration with National Root 
Crops Research Institute (NRCRI) Umudike, Nigeria and rapidly disseminated to farmers to 
address the potential threat of the disease in the country and to enhance adoption of new 
cassava cultivars, increase productivity and additionally expand post harvest processing and 
marketing outlets of cassava products. To achieve these objectives an integrated cassava 
project was put in place in South eastern Nigeria to provide the requisite operational 
mechanisms. The project was principally sponsored by government of Nigeria and the Shell 
Petroleum Development Corporation (SPDC). This paper attempts to x- ray strategies employed 
by the project to fast track dissemination of the cassava technologies. Results of the study 
showed that 10 CMD resistant varieties as well as two cassava processing technologies were 
rapidly disseminated to rural farm groups through well coordinated multi institutional extension 
delivery mechanisms. Increased adoption and diffusion of the cassava varieties were recorded 
in the study area while remarkable changes in cassava productivity as well as income 
generation capacities of farm households were very evident. Furthermore,  under the tutelage of 
the project emerged farmer driven diffusion mechanisms and entrepreneurial endeavours 
anchored on the new technologies which serve as formidable platform for sustainable rural 
livelihoods. The success of this project strongly underscores the need to draw the funding and 
logistic supports from organized private sectors to strengthen the already existing government 
sponsored extension service in the country. Other options for put up a workable partnership 
between government and the private sector in funding extension are highlighted in the paper. 
Also suggested are the necessary policy actions considered vital in creating an enabling 
environment for the partnerships to thrive.  


