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Africa will suffer for much longer as many intervention agencies drag and pull its food security 
development agenda in different directions that do not add up to solution for the teeming 
masses that live in the rural areas. This assertion is hinged on several factors affecting 
‘’cassava the hunger fighter crop’’ according to the African Union. The Eastern African region is 
a case in point. There are many agencies trying in their disparate ways to add comfort to the 
large population of vulnerable households who grow cassava on small acres in small fields with 
human labour that they often cannot hire and afford. The threat of climate variations and 
weather fluctuations and the dearth of road and marketing infrastructure have made the food 
and income sector more difficult than ever. More recently, pest and disease have added to 
worsen the hunger equation. Only a dedicated re-thinking of the issues in a more holistic and 
regional way would push the food security agenda forward. The countries concerned are 
receivers of aid and international assistance with little mettle on how to nationally direct the food 
security agenda. Today, two major virus diseases are ravaging the cassava crop. Cassava 
Mosaic Virus and Cassava Brown Streak Virus are able to reduce cassava output to near zero 
level for most available varieties. The spread of both diseases largely occasioned by stem 
movements will continue inadvertently as the rural areas are short of stems and food from 
maize and rice are far from being able to meet domestic needs. Poor weather has cut short the 
maize harvest in many communities and the rise and leap of cassava into the food economy of 
the many enclaves of maize utilisation has been an assurance for food security. This trend is 
increasing as cereal prices and bad weather combine to make them less available on the plates 
of the poor majority. Regional hardships cannot be handled through isolated national attacks; 
but would require a concerted effort from all stakeholders to outline science-based solutions no 
matter how heavy the cost or the time frame needed to address the convoy of complexities 
involved. 


