
GCP21 NewsLetter #7 View this email in your 
browser

Get access to the exclusive cassava updates from all part of the world 
straight into your inbox!!!!

http://www.gcp21.org/

In this Issue

• Science and Technology
• Agriculture
• Business
• Daily Life
• Food

Science and Technology

GLOBAL

International Fuel 
Ethanol Workshop & 
Expo, 19-22 June 
2017, Minneapolis, 
USA
Website

Starch Update 2017: 
The 9th International 
Conference on 
Starch Technology, 
27-28 February 2017, 

TranslateTranslateTranslateTranslateTranslateTranslate



GLOBAL INITIATIVE CALLS FOR URGENT ACTION AGAINST INVASIVE ALIEN 
SPECIES
A new global initiative to reduce the impacts of invasive alien species – the Honolulu 
Challenge – has been launched today by 33 organizations and institutions. The launch 
follows a call for urgent action on invasive alien species made by experts, governments and 
NGOs at the recent IUCN World Conservation Congress in Honolulu. CABI is one of 
the Honolulu Challenge supporters calling for urgent action. Read More

AFRICA
LASSA FEVER: UI RESEARCHER DEVELOPS RAT BAITS FROM CASSAVA WASTE

With an evidence of rat in the home, the first inclination may be to reach 
for the strongest rodent killer on sale. Wanting to ward them off has 
becomes a priority because rats and mice spread over 35 diseases 
worldwide, including Lassa fever. But right choice of pesticide that is 
environmental friendly but also safe is always a concern, researchers at 
the University of Ibadan have developed rodenticides from cassava 
waste. Bioplastics are made from the cassava waste and a toxic 
substance is embedded into it to make the rodent bait. Read More

DIVERGENT EVOLUTIONARY AND EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DYNAMICS OF CASSAVA MOSAIC 
GEMINIVIRUSES IN MADAGASCAR

Cassava mosaic disease (CMD) in Madagascar is caused by a complex 
of at least six African cassava mosaic geminivirus (CMG) species. This 
provides a rare opportunity for a comparative study of the evolutionary 
and epidemiological dynamics of distinct pathogenic crop-infecting viral 
species that coexist within the same environment. The genetic and 
spatial structure of CMG populations in Madagascar was studied and 
Bayesian phylogeographic modelling was applied to infer the origins of 
Madagascan CMG populations within the epidemiological context of 
related populations situated on mainland Africa and other south western 
Indian Ocean (SWIO) islands. Read More

ASIA

UNIDO PROMOTES CASSAVA BIOETHANOL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AT A HO CHI MINH 
CITY

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) presented its South-South 
technology transfer project for bioethanol production from cassava at the 
2016 Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Expo in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Viet Nam. This project was supported by the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) and implemented jointly with partners from Thailand and 
Vietnam, it applies very high-gravity simultaneous saccharification and 
fermentation (VHG-SSF) to produce bioethanol.Read More

Bangkok, Thailand
Website

1st all Africa 
postharvest 
Congress & 
Exhibition on 
reducing 
postharvest food 
losses: Sustainable 
solutions for Africa, 
28-10 March 2017, 
Nairobi, Kenya
Website

7th Starch Forum on 
the starches & 
derivatives industry 
on creating 
opportunities 
through value 
addition, 17 
February 2017, 
Mumbai, India
Website

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR 
2017 BORLAUG 
FELLOWSHIPS
The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture is now 
accepting 
applications for the 
2017 Norman E. 
Borlaug International 
Agricultural Science 
and Technology 
Fellowship Program. 
The application 
deadline is
November 30, 
2016. Read More



SOUTH AMERICA

THE 1ST INTERNATIONAL FAIR OF CASSAVA (FIMAN) BRINGS TOGETHER 60 EXHIBITORS 
AND 5000 VISITORS

The 1st International Fair of Cassava (Fiman) of Paranavaí in 
northwestern Paraná , brought together more than 60 exhibitors 
and more than five thousand people from various countries. A 
total of 18 delegations from countries such as Japan, Egypt and 
Paraguay were participated. One of the most interested in 
Paraná production, accounts for 70% of national cassava starch. During the event, visitors were 
able to get to know some of the new technologies in the industry and exchange experiences. Read 
More

For more news visit http://www.gcp21.org/newstechnology.html

Agriculture

AFRICA

AFRICA’S SMALLHOLDER FARMERS AMONG THE MOST HURT BY CLIMATE CHANGE
Experts use many numbers when talking about climate change. However, 
rising temperature, the resulting crop failure, and the consequent loss of 
livelihoods and destitution of millions of households are this year’s most 
important and urgent developments for millions of smallholder farmers 
across the vastness of the African agro-ecological landscapes. Read More

For more news visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsagriculture.html

Business

AFRICA 
RESEARCHERS ALARMED OVER THREAT TO NIGERIA'S CASSAVA INDUSTRY
Nigeria's rising population, particularly in the cities, coupled with low productivity (yield per hectare) 
of cassava roots is threatening her cassava industry and could impede 
the gains made in the sector, putting the country at risk of becoming a 
net importer of staple crops. "This low productivity cannot support 
Nigeria in the next 34 years," according to Dr. Claude Facquet, Director 
with the Global Cassava Partnership for the 21st Century (GCP21) while 
addressing participants at the just concluded workshop with the theme: 
"Integrated System for an Effective Cassava Production in Africa," in IITA, Ibadan last month. Read 
More

ASIA
WARNING ON ETHANOL SHORTAGE 

Mismanagement among ethanol factories and a delay in molasses production this year is likely to 
cause an ethanol shortage this month, for the first time in several years, 
according to the Energy Business department. We may allow oil retailers 
to use their ethanol inventories if there is any shortage, but concerns 
over ethanol shortage will reemerge when we enter the drought season 
referring to molasses and tapioca, which are major sources for ethanol 
production. Read More
For more news visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsbusiness.html

Agrainnovate West 
Africa, 23-25 
November 2016, 
Lagos, Nigeria
Website

one-day 
Conference 
Sshowcasing the 
Research Activities 
of the 2016 
Research Award 
Recipients,
December-1, 2016, 
Ottawa, Canada
Website

6th Starch World 
Asia, 16-17 January 
2017, Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam
Website

InterDrought-V 
Conference, 21-25 
February 2017,
Hyderabad, India
Website

International 
Conference on 
Sustainable 
Agriculture and Bio 
Economy , 27 
February - 2 March 
2017, Bangkok, 
Thailand
Website

Expanding 
Collaboration, 
Catalyzing 
Innovation of Root 
Crops for 
Accelerating 
Africa’s Economic 
Growth, 5-10 
March 2017, Dar 
Salam, Tanzania
Website



Daily Life

AFRICA

NUTRITIONIST SPEAKS OUT ON CASSAVA POISONING

The public has been cautioned to be vigilant when buying fresh cassava tubers from markets to 

avoid buying inedible varieties. Faustin Machara, a nutritionist at 

Rwanda Biomedical Centre, said cooking of cassava tubers makes them 

consumable but absorption of poorly cooked cassava can result into 

poisoning.Read More

For more news visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsdailylife.html

Food 

NORTH AMERICA

CASSAVA FLOUR CREPES

These are the real deal—crepes that are almost identical to regular crepes, with one simple 

difference: they’re made from gluten-free cassava flour. Stuff these 

buttery crepes with either sweet or savory fillings, and they’re a delicious 

treat for breakfast or brunch.Read More

CASSAVA BREAD DOES NOT CAUSE DIABETES – FIIRO 
BOSS

Director General of the Federal Institute of Industrial Research Oshodi (FIIRO), Dr Gloria Elemo 

has refuted claims making the rounds that consumption of cassava 

bread may trigger diabetes. Speaking in an interview with the News 

Agency of Nigeria in Lagos, Dr Elemo disputed claims that “There arose 

some insinuations that cassava bread may cause diabetes because of 

the cassava addition. But we went ahead with further research and discovered that cassava has 

even lower glycemic index, which proved the opinion wrong”, she said. Read More

For more news visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsdailylife.html

Copyright © 2015, All rights reserved.
GCP21 Newsletter #007
Global Partnership To Unlock the Cassava Potential
Angela Fernando
a.fernando@cgiar.org  -  GCP21 Communication Coordinator

Subscribe to our newsletter Unsubscribe from this list 

Global Forum for 
Innovations in 
Agriculture, 9-10 
March 2017, 
Utrecht, The 
Netherlands
Website

2nd Starch World 
Dubai, 27-28 March 
2017, Dubai
Website

The 12th China 
 International 
Starch & Starch 
Derivatives 
Exhibition, 20-22 
June 2017, 
Shanghai, China
Website

4th International 
exhibition and 
conference on 
agriculture 
technology, 14-16 
June 2017, Nairobi, 
Kenya
Website

Exposing the 
Hidden Half - Root 
Research at the 
Forefront of 
Science, 8-12 July 
2018, Yearim hotel, 
Israel
Website



Launching of New 
Industrial Cassava 
Varieties Adapted to 
the Conditions of the 
Southwest of 
Colombia: Corpoica 
La Francesa and 
Corpoica Cumbre, 6 
December 2016, 
Palmira, Colombia
Website

Regional forum on 
cassava in central 
Africa: Challenges 
and opportunities for 
smallholders, 6-9 
December 
2016,Yaounde, 
Cameroon
Website
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