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Science and Technology

AWARDS

GCP21 CONGRATULATES FOOD PRIZE 2017 WINNER 
DR. AKIN ADESINA. THIS YEAR'S WORLD FOOD PRIZE 
LAUREATE!!!!

Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, President of the African Development 
Bank (AfDB), has today been recognized as the 2017 World 
Food Prize Laureate. Dr Adesina, originally from Nigeria, is a 
passionate advocate for transforming the agricultural sector in 
Africa. He is known for implementing bold policy reform and 
actively pursuing innovative agricultural investment programs. 
Read More

DR.DANIEL DEBOUCK RECEIVED THE HIGHEST AWARD 
OF KINGDOM BELGIUM:ORDER OF LEOPOLD

Fourth Scientific 
Conference of the Global 
Cassava Partnership for the 
21st – GCP21-IV, June 11-
15, 2018, Cotonou, Benin
Website
Conference hashtag on twitter 
#BENINCONFERENCE2018

International Whitefly 
Symposium 2018 on 
"Putting farmers first" 
September 16-21, 2018, 
Perth, Australia
Website

Exposing the Hidden Half - 
Root Research at the 
Forefront of Science, 8-12 
July 2018, Yearim hotel, 
Israel
Website



Daniel Debouck, researcher of the CIAT Genetic Resources 
Program, received the Order of Leopold, the highest 
recognition awarded by the Kingdom of Belgium, for his 40 
years of scientific work. He is now supporting the initiative to 
construct the new germplasm bank, Future Seeds, with which 
more than 80,000 varieties will be safeguarded, making it 
possible to identify nutritional qualities and traits of resistance 
to climate change, and contribute to food security.
Read More

EUROPE

NEW STUDY PUBLISHED ON FLOWERING LOCUS T 
TRIGGERS EARLY AND FERTILE FLOWERING IN 
GLASSHOUSE-GROWN CASSAVA PLANTS

This paper demonstrate the over-expression of Arabidopsis 
FLOWERING LOCUS T in Agrobacterium-mediated 
transformed cassava (Manihot esculenta Crantz; cultivar 
60444) to trigger early flowering in glasshouse-grown plants.
Download the full paper

SOUTH AMERICA

International Fuel Ethanol 
Workshop & Expo, 19-22 June 
2017, Minneapolis, USA
Website

The 12th China 
 International Starch & 
Starch Derivatives 
Exhibition, 20-22 June 
2017, Shanghai, China
Website

4th International exhibition 
and conference on 
agriculture technology, 14-
16 June 2017, Nairobi, 
Kenya
Website

2017 African Development 
Bank Annual Meetings on 
"Transforming Agriculture for 
Wealth Creation in Africa", 
May 22-26, 2017, Ahmedabad, 
India
Website



EMBRAPA AND IBC DEVELOP A NEW PROTOCOL FOR 
LARGE-SCALE PRODUCTION OF DISEASE-FREE 
CASSAVA SEEDLINGS

New method of multiplication of disease-free, drought-
resistant cassava seedlings with good genetic quality in large 
scale and in an economically feasible way. (The news article 
in Portuguese)
Read More

AFRICA

DRIVING ADOPTION WITH MULTI-MEDIA PLATFORMS: 
CASSAVA PROJECTS’ WINNING STRATEGY
Given the limits of conventional agricultural extension 
systems, the Cassava Weed Management Project, African 
Cassava Agronomy Initiative, and BASICS have employed a 
mix of mass media platforms to raise awareness and catalyze 
the dissemination and adoption of improved weed control 
practices in cassava farming systems. These platforms 
include social media— LinkedIn, twitter, facebook, flickr, 
pinterest, youtube, website, Whatsapp, slideshare— and 
traditional media (newspapers, bulletins, television, and radio).
Download full poster

UNITED KINGDOM

1st all Africa postharvest 
Congress & Exhibition on 
reducing postharvest food 
losses: Sustainable solutions 
for Africa, 28-31 March 2017, 
Nairobi, Kenya
Website

2nd Starch World Dubai,
27-28 March 2017, Dubai
Website

Expanding Collaboration, 
Catalyzing Innovation of 
Root Crops for 
Accelerating Africa’s 
Economic Growth, 5-10 
March 2017, Dar Salam, 
Tanzania
Website

6th Starch World Asia, 16-
17 January 2017, Ho Chi 
Minh, Vietnam
Website



ELECTRONIC CASSAVA ROOT DEVELOPED BY KEITH 
TOMLINS HELPS TRACK THE CASSAVA ROOT 
FRESHNESS

Funded by Rockefeller Foundation Grant, This Electronic 
Cassava Root was developed by Keith Tomlins at NRI, 
University of Greenwich. This tool is useful for remotely 
tracking / monitoring consignments of fresh cassava during 
transportation from farm to processor/market etc. Its almost of 
a similar size to a cassava root and also can also be used to 
track other crops. it has temperature logs, humidity, carbon 
dioxide and GPS location. 
Read More

For more news 
visit http://www.gcp21.org/newstechnology.html

Agriculture

ASIA

STRENGTHENING VALUE CHAIN LINKAGES TO 
IMPROVE PROFITABILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY OF 

Starch Update 2017: The 9th 
International Conference on 
Starch Technology, 27-28 
February 2017, Bangkok, 
Thailand
Website

InterDrought-V Conference,
21-25 February 2017,
Hyderabad, India
Website

International Conference on 
Sustainable Agriculture and 
Bio Economy , 27 February 
- 2 March 2017, Bangkok, 
Thailand
Website

Global Forum for 
Innovations in Agriculture,
9-10 March 2017, Utrecht, 



CASSAVA PRODUCTION SYSTEMS IN SE ASIA

Throughout Southeast Asia, cassava (Manihot esculenta 
Crantz) is an increasingly important crop in terms of both rural 
livelihoods and regional economic development. . Cassava 
production in most of Southeast Asia is a largely commercial 
activity to meet the rapidly growing regional demand for 
animal feed, starch products, and biofuel. Read More

AFRICA

FARMERS BENEFIT FROM NEW KNOWLEDGE ON 
CASSAVA CULTIVATION IN OSUN STATE

More than 2000 farmers in Osun state benefitted from the 
cassava projects which are being supported by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation as researchers took turns to share 
new knowledge on cassava cultivation, weed management, 
agronomy and the use of improved seeds. Read More

CREATING A NICHE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF VITAMIN A 
CASSAVA IN NIGERIA: WOMEN AS KEY ACTORS
To address this deficiency, our group representing 
the HarvestPlus Nigeria project returned from the GREAT 
Gender-responsive Root, Tuber and Banana Breeding course 
in September 2016 to conduct surveys of women and men 
value chain actors in key Nigerian states. We found that 
traditional practices among women farmers, processors and 
vendors provided opportunities for increasing adoption and 
consumption of vitamin A-enriched cassava.
Read More

The Netherlands
Website



RESIDENTS OF A SMALL TOWN IN RIVER CESS START 
CASSAVA COOPERATIVE FARM
LITTLE LIBERIA, River Cess – Timbo United for 

Development, a community organization in a small town in 
River Cess, has started cassava farming to improve the living 
standards of inhabitants of their community.The organization 
is based in Little Liberia, a town of approximately 250 persons 
in southwestern River Cess, about five miles away from the 
River Cess capital of Cestos.
Read More

NORTH AMERICA

TIPS ON GROWING CASSAVA FROM UNIVERSITY OF 
FLORIDA BY MATT LOLLAR

Cassava production reached its peak in Florida in the 1980s at 
about 1,000 acres in production. Today, only about 30 acres 
are in production in Florida, mostly concentrated in Miami-
Dade County. Cassava should be grown on well-drained land. 
The plants like a good amount of water, but roots will rot in 
saturated fields. Plants should be grown from stem cuttings 
taken from the portion of the stem that is at least a foot from 
the soil line and below the leaf canopy.
Read More
For more news 
visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsagriculture.html



Business

GLOBAL

CASSAVA BIOETHANOL MARKET: GLOBAL INDUSTRY 
ANALYSIS, SHARE, SIZE, GROWTH, TRENDS AND 
FORECAST 2017-2022

Cassava Bioethanol Market analysis is provided for global 
market including development trends by regions, competitive 
analysis of Cassava Bioethanol market. The Cassava 
Bioethanol industry report firstly announced the Cassava 
Bioethanol Market fundamentals: definitions, classifications, 
applications and market overview; product specifications; 
manufacturing processes; cost structures, raw materials and 
so on. Read More

AFRICA

FADAMA WINS WORLD BANK AWARD FOR CLIENT-
DRIVEN AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS

The Additional Financing to the Third Fadama Development 



Project has been honoured with the Africa VPU Team Award 
by the World Bank. Fadama III-AF was selected as a 
demonstration of an important example of how client-driven 
agricultural and rural development projects can have 
significant development impacts on the national economy. The 
project has supported farmers to increase rice yield from 
2.84mt/ha to 6.40mt/ha. Sorghum yield from 1.14mt/ha to 
3.65mt/ha, tomato yield from 12.56mt/ha to 28.60mt/ha and 
Cassava yield from 11.92mt/ha to 15.76mt/ha.Read More

CONSTRUCTION OF ULTRA-MODERN CASSAVA 
PROCESSING FACTORY BEGINS AT KOGI

CrestAgro Products, an agro-based company, on Friday 
began the construction of an ultra-modern factory cassava at 
Achabo in Kogi-Koton-Karfe Local Government of Kogi  . The 
project was part of the company’s N20 billion investment in the 
production and processing Cassava in the state. The factory, 
when completed, would start with 110,000 tonnes of cassava 
per annum and later, 500,000 tonnes within two years, adding 
that cassava requirement for the factory was gigantic.Read 
More

Daily Life

ASIA

MSME OWNERS UNDERGO TRAINING ON CASSAVA, 
YAM PROCESSING



Owners of 30 micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) 
from the different towns and cities of Ilocos Norte are 
graduating today from a two-day food processing training held 
at the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) training 
center, Batac City.Grateful for the free training on cassava and 
yam processing, Fe Aguinaldo, a buko pie vendor in Laoag 
City, said she plans to immediately apply what she learned 
and start selling macaroons and cookies as value-adding 
products to her customers.
Read More

AFRICA

TURNING CASSAVA INTO GOLD - WHAT IS IT THAT 
DROVE THE YOUNG AROGE TO SWAP HIS 
STETHOSCOPE FOR CASSAVA TUBERS?

Ekiti-born medical doctor Tope Aroge, has found fortune in 
processing cassava into flour, starch and animal feed. After eight 
years in the business, he is encouraging others to explore 
opportunities across the sector, DANIEL ESSIET reports. But within a 
few months after his youth service, his entrepreneurial instincts got 
the better part of him. Now Aroge sees cassava as gold. He made a 
fairly dramatic career change when he switched from medicine to 
cassava farming. While he still keeps his medical license and 
continuing medical education, he is more comfortable 
managing cassava than patients. Read More

For more news 
visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsdailylife.html



WHY PRICE OF GARRI HAS CONTINUED TO SOAR

The popular West African food is one of the items that defy 
socio-economic class, religious and ethnic boundaries.In 
recent times, due to other products like cassava starch, chips, 
cassava flour, among others that are also extracted from 
cassava tubers, the production of garri has witnessed a drop 
in volume, thereby prompting a shift in the demand-supply 
equilibrium in favour of garri producers. Though several 
factors-increase in price of inputs and fertiliser; exchange rate; 
rural-urban drift, leading to reduction in the number of cassava 
farmers, among others, had been traced to this development, 
but the major challenge according to The Guardian’s 
investigation is the manual processing of garri, which has 
been the practice since time immemorial. Read More

For more news 
visit http://www.gcp21.org/newsdailylife.html

Food 

GLOBAL

CASSAVA PUDDING ON TAPIOCA DAY, WED 28TH JUNE, 
2017

Tapioca Day is dedicated the starch that is extracted from 
Manioc, otherwise known as ‘Cassava’. This plant is most 
commonly known as the source of the translucent beads in 
Tapioca pudding. But while this is the most commonly known 
use of this substance, it has cultural significance around the 
world. It’s origins can be found in Brazil, where the cassava 
plant is called the mandioca, and it’s extracted starch is called 
Tapioca. Read More



GLOBAL

A COMPARISON OF DIFFERENT CASSAVA PROCESSING 
METHODS USED WORLDWIDE TO DETOXIFY CASSAVA 
BEFORE EATING IT
Different traditional processing techniques are relatively 
effective in removing cyanide from cassava, especially those 
involving grating and crushing. Researchers have successfully 
developed transgenic cassava lines that have an accelerated 
cyanogenesis and cyanide volatilization when cassava is 
processed. This achievement is a strategic step in cassava 
detoxification. Furthermore, processing cassava reduces part 
of its antinutritional value due to phytate and polyphenols, but 
it can also affect nutritional value through modifications and 
losses of dietary nutrients. Because of its importance as a 
staple root crop, continued efforts to decrease toxicity of 
cassava and increase its nutritional value are warranted .Read 
More
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